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PRESENT 

Chairman 
Paul Entwistle 
Councillors:
Pauline Bamber
Maureen Entwistle   
Matthew Greaves




Martin Stewart

John Green
Barry Probin


County and City Councillors:
Councillor Sue Whittam, Councillor Stephen Whittam, Stephen Thompson

Mr D Mills (Parish Clerk)

16 members of the public as detailed on the attendance log.

1 APOLOGIES

Apologies were received from Councillor Daniel Guise. 
2 APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES of the Parish Council Meeting held on 20 January 2025. 
The minutes were approved with the following additions.
The following statement is to be added to the Catforth traffic calming section.

The Chair assured members of the public that every response to the Catforth traffic calming survey would be sent to LCC for assessment and every response would be made public albeit anonymised.
Agenda 5 - It was also agreed that correspondence received from residents by WPC in relation to a planning application will be supplied to councillors before any meeting

Agenda 7 - Items A, C & D were deferred to the next meeting and B was moved to item 16. 
Agenda 8 – The Council agreed that a better form of confirmation should be provided for residents when they are consulted online, such as confirmation by email.

The Chairman signed the Minutes as a true record. 
3 TO ACCEPT DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS AND TO CONSIDER ANY WRITTEN REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS 
Councillors Paul and Maureen Entwistle declared and interest in item 10 as this includes payments to Catforth Village Hall, where they are committee members.
4 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
Catforth Traffic Calming
Some specific questions were asked about the proposed traffic calming:

1. Can features be moved as a result of the consultation – The experience in Woodplumpton was where a resident asked for a feature to moved/changed with an explanation of the reasoning, LCC Highways were willing to do this.  The expectation is that the same will be true in Catforth.

2. Will Catforth Road be fully resurfaced as part of the scheme – No, the expectation is that as occurred in Woodplumpton repairs would be undertaken close to features that were being installed, such as drain repairs and pothole repairs.

A member of the public indicated that they had received a positive response from the police (chief constable) and the Lancashire Road Safety Partnership.

There was debate about the way in which the consultation questionnaire was developed.  It was confirmed by the Parish Council that they had developed a questionnaire which allowed residents to “vote” in favour of scheme options.  This was rejected by LCC Highways, who wanted the consultation to be simply comments on the proposed scheme and signed off the questionnaire before distribution on this basis.
White Cross Junction

There was a debate around the options for the White Cross Junction between Newsham Hall Lane and Woodplumpton Road.

A resident believed that there was insufficient room to improve the junction to allow larger vehicles to turn without crossing the centre line.  They believed that re-opening Whittle Hill was a more cost effective option.  This assertion was disputed as Whittle Hill is unsuitable for large vehicles and would need significant investment to bring it up to the required standard.

The Orchard Playing Fields
Work has commenced on clearing the brambles at the south western side of the playing field.  This will make the area that we have to work with for potential parking improvements, clearly visible.  Planning of the parking changes will commence shortly.  Once a proposal has been developed it will be shared with residents.

Various Issues

Complaints were received about vehicles and overgrown hedges blocking footpaths around the Parish.  The Clerk and Lengthsman will follow up these issues.
Cookstall Farm – There are concerns about the works being undertaken, this was reported to planning enforcement, who have acted.

Lewth Lane – Workers have left a lot of rubbish at the roadside after completion of drain works.  The Lengthsman will follow this up.

Fencing on Catforth Road, right up to the roadside – This area has now been confirmed by LCC Highways to be part of the verge – enforcement action will be taken to remove the hedge.
5 CATFORTH TRAFFIC CALMING SCHEME
A consultation with residents concerning the proposed traffic calming scheme in Catforth is currently in progress and will end on 28th February 2025.  

MIN 24/25 090 The Council Resolved that once the consultation is completed the Clerk will undertake the following steps.
1. Write to LCC Highways explaining the consultation that has been undertaken.

· Number of consultation leaflets delivered.

· Area covered by leaflet delivery.

· Steps taken to reach people who were missed from delivery.

· Posts on social media.

· Posting on the Parish Notice Boards

· Posting of documents on the Parish Council Website

· Consultation events undertaken and number of attendees.

· Number of residents covered by the consultation.

· Number of responses received.

2. Send to LCC Highways the consultation responses received “verbatim” with contact details so that LCC Highways are able to assess responses and ask supplementary questions if required.

3. At this time the Parish Council will make no recommendation to LCC Highways.

4. An anonymised version of the consultation responses will be prepared to make available to the public.  This will involve both removing names, addresses and contact details as well as information in the responses that could identify individuals or their addresses.
6 COMPLAINT REGARDING THE ASSESSMENT OF THE PLANNING APPLICATION ON MOSS LANE CATFORTH.

After a discussion about the assessment of the planning application on Moss Lane Catforth, it was agreed that the process followed to assess and take cognisance of resident complaints required improvements, which have now been implemented.  The Parish Council apologised to the residents for any concerns caused as a result of the actions of the council.
7 LITTER PICKING ON THE EAST WEST LINK ROAD

The Lengthsman has done some assessment of the state of the East West Link Road and the time needed to conclude a full litter pick.  The conclusion was that PCC are undertaking some litter picking, but only near the roadside.  Further back the area was in quite a state with Fly Tipping, Dead Trees and lots of litter.  The trees are being addressed by PCC and the fly tipping has been cleared.

The Lengthsman concluded that to keep this area tidy will require approximately 8 hours of litter picking effort per week.
8 JUNCTION BETWEEN WOODPLUMPTON ROAD AND NEWSHAM HALL LANE

The Council concluded that there are 2 separate issues associated with the Junction that should be addressed in different ways.

1. The possibility of an accident due to poor visibility involving a head on collision.  

MIN 24/25 091 Members resolved to approach the farmer who owns the land opposite the junction to see if land could be purchased to allow the hedge to be moved back to improve visibility.

2. The very tight corner, which has now suffered significant damage due to vehicles driving over the pavement and verge.
The Council believe that this is a position of LCC Highways making, as they “designed” the corner and refused to change it as they believe it to be safe, although inconvenient for drivers to navigate.

MIN 24/25 092 Members resolved that at this time the Parish Council would not provide any funding to alter this corner.
MIN 24/25 093 Members resolved to write to government agencies at a senior level to encourage action.  

Recipients to include:

Local MP

Council Cabinet Officer for Highways

Head of LCC Planning and Transport Service

Police Chief Constable

9 FINANCIAL STATEMENT 31 January 2025 
MIN 24/25 094 The Chairman confirmed the parish account statement has been verified with the End of January Bank statements. (Docs attached)
The End of January Balances were:

Current Account    £53,290.01
CCLA Account      £375,000.00
10 ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT AND RECEIPTS 20 January 2024
MIN 24/25 095 Members noted and approved the following accounts already paid after the September meeting in accordance with Standing Order 15 (b) xii  
	DETAILS
	PAYEE
	AMOUNT
	REF

	December/January payments Prior to Meeting
	
	

	Corporate card Fee 
	Lloyds Bank
	£3.00
	Ref 144

	Hire of Catforth Village Hall
	Catforth Village Hall
	£100.00
	Ref 145

	Bank Service Charge
	Unity Trust Bank
	£7.80
	Ref 146

	Donation to Catforth Village Hall, Easter Egg Hunt.
	Catforth Village Hall
	£100.00
	Ref 147

	Donation to Catforth Village Hall, 3 Brown Bins.
	Catforth Village Hall
	£120.00
	Ref 148

	SLCC Membership
	SLCC
	£190.00
	Ref 149

	
	
	
	


11 BUDGET

MIN 24/25 096 Members noted the final form budget that was submitted to Preston City Council in January.

12 ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT AND RECEIPTS

MIN 24/25 Members approved the following accounts for payment 
	Pension contributions clerk January 2024
	£63.19
	DD
	Ref 150

	Clerk Salary January 2024
	£802.30
	BACs
	Ref 151

	HMRC PAYE 
	£584.38
	BACs
	Ref 152

	Employer National Insurance
	£91.74
	BACs
	Ref 153

	Parish Rooms Rental 17 February 2025
	£50.00
	BACs
	Ref 154

	Lengthsman Weeks 43-46
	£1520.00
	BACs
	Ref 155

	Lengthsman Materials
	£57.44
	BACs
	Ref 156

	Lengthsman Materials Garden
	£275.60
	BACs
	Ref 157

	Cremated Remains Burial Plots St Annes Church
	£1962.50
	BACs
	Ref 158

	
	
	
	


13 WARDING ASSESSMENT

PCC Electoral Services have been approached to meet regarding the results of the Warding Ballot.  The meeting is expected to take place shortly.

14 FUTURE CIL PROJECTs
The Orchard

Work has commenced on clearing the brambles at the south western side of the playing field.  This will make the area that we have to work with for potential parking improvements, clearly visible.  Planning of the parking changes will commence shortly.  Once a proposal has been developed it will be shared with residents.

Councillor Bamber will commence applying for grants to fund future works on the Orchard Playing fields, providing it is not necessary to specify the works to be undertaken at this time.

Linear Park
PCC will shortly issue a planning strategy document, which will identify and designate the proposed Linear Park area as a park.  PCC wished to let the Parish Council know before they start any public consultation on the strategy document.
A. Hoyles Lane Roundels
MIN 24/25 097 Members resolved to fund the painting of 6 pairs of 20mph roundals on Hoyles Lane.

B. Hayfield Park Playground
Insurance
The Clerk confirmed that there was no significant cost in terms of the insurance policy to add the Hayfield Park playing field onto our policy.

The policy though requires a weekly inspection of the equipment and the council to act upon the findings of the inspections.

A weekly inspection will cost £2000-£2500 per annum, with repair/replacement costs being dependant upon the findings.

Condition of the Equipment
An inspection of the equipment revealed it to be in a poor state and in need of significant work in the near future.  The work required is likely to cost £50,000 - £100,000 depending upon the scope.

Grounds Maintenance

The commercial cost of maintaining the grassed areas, trees and fences using a commercial landscaping company is estimated to be around £8,000 per annum.

Gate from the East West Link Road

MIN 24/25 098 The council resolved to write to Highways to understand why a gateway was installed from the public path at the side of the East West Link Road onto a privately owned play area.

15 NEW ESTATES MAINTENANCE
There was no update.

16 GRIT BINS

MIN 24/25 099 Members resolved to purchase 3 grit bins to be located as directed by Councillor Green, at a cost of £363.42.
17 PLANNING APPLICATIONS BEFORE COUNCIL 
MIN 24/25 099 Members considered and approved the delegated comments for February. 
18 DANIELS HOUGHTONS CHARITY
Councillor Probin will provide a write up on the charity so that is can be publicized via the website and the newsletter.
19 RED TELEPHONE BOXES
This suggestion has now been withdrawn 
20 PLANTERS AROUND THE PARISH
Shipping of the planters is now in progress from Italy.  
21 REQUEST FOR SUPPORT TO ST ANNE’s CHURCH

MIN 24/25 100 Members resolved to provide a donation of £1,962.50 to St Annes Church Woodplumpton to support the provision of additional burial plots for cremated remains.

22 DATE OF NEXT MEETING
Members are requested to note that the next meeting is scheduled to take place on Monday 17th March 2025 at 7.00 in the Parish Rooms. 
END
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